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AUL SAWYER .

British DJ is finding success in budding motorsport career

Sawyer (centre) has
turned hand to racing

aulSawyerisan
international DJ
who has hisown
record labeland
has performed
inlbizaandon
BBCRadio1.

In2024, the
Briton pursued his passion for
motorsport, entering the MINI
Challenge Clubsport championship. *
Sawyer isnow a multiple class
winnerand ready for his
nextchallenge.

He spoke to Motorsport News.

Motorsport News: How did
you end up combining music
andracing?

Paul Sawyer: “Music has beenin my life since
theearly '90s, and I've always been into fast
cars. 1 did motocross fromtheage of11and
then downhillmountain bike racing. | broke
my collarbone threeyearsago and, because
racingisin my blood, 1 was thinking about
what|was going to do next. My brother was
doing track days, solended up buying a MINI
thatwas used for hillclimbs, absolutely loved
itand started putting posts on Instagram.
One of the drivers who was in MINI Challenge
Clubsportat the time followed me, we went
outtogether at Thruxton to see what my
driving was like,and he said Ishould race.”

MN: What is the favourite car
you'vedriven?

PS: “I've driven other cars doing supercar days
and stuff but, funnily enough, I've just bought
aGinetta.lwentout to Donington Parkafew
weeks ago to doa testdayand absolutely
lovedit.I'mlooking torace that nextyear.”

MN: Who have been your biggest influences
asadriver?

PS: “I've got sucha brilliantteam behind me
who have helped to bring me forward with
my driving. The difference between now and
when|startedin 2024, it'schalk and cheese.
Chris Williams, our team manager, really

brought mealonglastyear.I've had [BTCC
driver] Bobby Thompson coaching me this
year, who has made a massive difference
and made really small changes that have
transformed my driving.”

MN: If you could race any car, what would
you pick?

PS: “lwould love toracea992 Cup car, ora
Cayman GT4; I've alwaysfanciedagointhe
Porsche SprintChallenge.”

MN: Whichdriver, past or present, would
you most like to go head-to-head against?
PS: “Ireally like Ricky Collard asa driver. 1 just
love his enthusiasm. Also, Daryl De Leon-I've
spent some time with himthis yearand he's
suchalovelyguyanda brilliantdriver.”

Sawyer isacelebrated DJ with hisownlabel

Sawyer has been
getting class wins

Photos: Sophie Mayes Photography

MN: What are your ambitions for
the next few years in motorsport?
PS: “I'mlookingat goinginto either
Britcar or the GT Cup Championship
nextyear with the Ginetta. It feels
B |ike the righttime tomake the step

{ upintoadifferentseriesandgorear-
wheel drive withsomething a bit
quicker. I've loved racing the MINI
and have learntsomuch.
. “I'vealsonotracedatKnockhillor

OultonParkyet,sol'dlovetohaveago
atthose, Silverstone GPand Brands
Hatch GPtoo. Doing Britcar or GT Cup
should givemethe opportunity.

“Ihave wanted to do longer

racesforalongtime.ldida
40-minuteraceinaclio Cup car
lastyear at Thruxton and really enjoyed
having more time to thinkaboutthe race
rather thanjusta15-minute sprint.|'ve done
aC1endurancerace, and it wasgreatfun,
butitjust wasn't quickenough forme.”

MN: Which excites you more: playing a
festival or lining up on the grid?

PS: “It's quitea similar feeling with the nerves,
and bothlabsolutely love. Gettingup onthe
stageinfrontofthousands of peopleisagreat
feelingandsitting on the gridisexactly the
same. | probably getalittle bitmore nervous
racing, but that soon disappears onceyouget
off thestartline.”

MN: Do you listen to music before arace?
PS: “Funnily enough, | haven't gota pre-race
playlist, but we do have decks intheawning.
One of my friendsis a DJand he has been
comingalong and playing music between
races, and it has been brilliant, it really gets
youintothezone.”

MN: Which racing driver do you think would
make agoodDJ?

PS: “Icanimagine someone like Lewis Hamilton
doingit. Freddy Hewitt, whoisin our series, isa
drumandbass DJand heis brilliant. He'sat the
rightage to really make something of beingaDJ
aswell,solcould see himdoingreally well.”

“The difference between now and when I started is chalk and cheese.”




