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The Radio 1 DJ and Krafted music label director is loving his four-wheeled
racing debut in Mini Challenge Clubsport

or along time, since the age of

11, 1 had been a two-wheeled
racer. Beforel gotinto DJing,
1 did motocross at national
level and a few international
meetings. Thenin my early
20s 1 stopped competing to
concentrate on touring.
Igotbackintoridingin my 30s, but I realised
Ididn't bounce so easilyand started to get
quiteafew injuries. Soldid mountain bike
racinginstead, up until December 2022
whenIhad a massive crash.smashed my
collarbone into three pieces, snapped all
my shoulder ligaments, and had quitealot
ofreconstruction. The surgeon said if 1 did
itagain they probably would havealot of
trouble rebuilding my shoulder.
Solthoughtthe bestthingishavingago
atfourwheelsinstead.lspenttimelooking
foratrack car to do some trackdays, and
I boughtaMinithat was race prepared.
Ireally enjoyed itand met one of the guys
already doing Mini Challenge Clubsport, Zac
Blackwell,and he talked me into havinga go
atracing. | decided to take the plunge this year.
I'vefollowed motorsportfromayoungage,
and I've always loved cars. So to finally actually
beracingacarisabitofadream cometrue.
Iwas quite surprised how much I needed
todoin preparation, to make sure we metthe
regulations. | was very nervous about starting,
and luckily | was introduced to Steve Kite
from Misty Racing. He now looks after the car
and comes along toall the meetingsas my
mechanicand mentor. It's great having that
support; ifI'd tried to do itcompletely on my

DJ Sawyer has switched
from two wheels to four

own | think | would have just crumbled!

Ihaven'tbeenas nervousforalongtime
as|was for my Brands Hatch debut weekend.
Practice and qualifying gave me a bit of
confidence, but for thefirstracelwasso
nervous on the startline because I'd never
evendoneastanding startinthe car before.

Yet the race wentreally well. Ifully expected
tobe completely last, butiwasn't! Then things
justgot better and better, and the third race
wasas wetas you couldimagine, and I'd never
driventhe carinthe wet butlactually got
astrongfinish and it was my most exciting
race of the weekend. The results put me
eighthinthe R53 championshipand13th
inthe main Cooper S championship.

And I've never had so much funinmy life.
Out ofalltheracingI've done over the years
thisis probably the most exciting thing I've
beeninvolvedin.

I'monalearning curve too. | was quite
cautious cominginto thefirst corner ofeach
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His initial nerves gave way to surprising results

Brands race because I didn’'t want to have

any crashes or anything. But now I realise
whatit'slike, and everybody's really respectful,
there’'sloads ofroom forimprovement. Also
my carwasallittle bitdown onpowersolI'm
having some workdonetoit.

I'malso bringingmy musicand racing
together because the organisers asked me
to sortout music for the Saturday night get
together, called Sunset Garden, they do for
eachround.SolI'm putting togethera playlist
forthatand making thatintoa Spotify playlist,
soit'llbe the championship's official playlist.
I'm happy for other drivers to get involved too.

Inaddition I've put togethera competition
togive away a pair of tickets for July's
Thruxton round. All the main championship
sponsors have got behind it: Airtec has given
merchandise for the winner's prize bundie,
Ravenol hasa£50voucher, MWUK s giving
afreeserviceand Scudo Forte, adetailing
companyinmyarea, hasa£100voucher.
Silverlake and Garmin are behind itas well. You
canfind out more, and enter, at: krafted.co.uk/
Competition.html.

Ican’'t wait for my second meeting, at
Castle Combe this weekend. | definitely
wantto tryand improve on my positions
from thefirstround. My carshould havea
bit more power and | know whatit's like
doingthe startsand beingamongitall;
Icanbeabitmoreaggressive.

I'dlike to concentrate thisyear on getting
as highaslcan, and probably then come back
nextyeartoimprove again. Perhaps goinginto
the main Mini Challenge at some point would
benice butit’s early days.

“I've never had so much fun in my life”



